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The Manchester church of Christ
66 Mammoth Rd.
Manchester NH 03109

GanderBrook Ladies Retreat 603.623.5559
Sept. 16,17, 18, 2010

mht church@comcast.net
www.mhtcoc.org

e £ Elders’ Link: September
Gander Broo Lee Davis 547-8876
MENS’ RETREAT adniac@comeasinel
September 23 to 25, 2010 arryfafass so/-

larrycalling@yahoo.com

If you have any concerns that the
elders should be aware of, or need
to speak with them, please contact

THEME: SOAKING UP THE SON

A'\II\OL%%H\T(EI?SU&?&;AKERS Lee or Larry this month.
Sharon Gardner fom Quechee, Vermont will be PRI Our Worship Services
% 2 : P , IT 2
focustng on our horizontal relationship with the Son NG SCHEDULE, LAGAT 1S BEEN VAED SPEGLASSSTANT 0 THE PRESDENTGF Sunday AM: 8:30 & 11:00
q‘Reﬂectm the nght__ THE C.S. LEWIS FOUNDATION, IN ANTICIPATION OF ESTABLISHING C.S. LEWIS COLLEGE .
g IN NORTHFIELD, MA, HOPEFULLY IN 2012. LAGARD'S MOST RECENT BOOK IS THE DAILY Blble CIGSS,' 10:00
BIBLE DEVOTIONAL, ACOMPANION VOLUME TO THE DAILY BIBLE. HE AND HIS WIFE RUTH
and &%ﬂg;gxgmﬁ%ﬁu. TN. AND TAKE OCCASIONAL TRIPS TO THEIR COTTAGE Sunday PM: 6 :00
) . YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE PLANS NOW TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL MENS' RETREAT Sma” Groups.'
Cindy Payne from Greer, South Carolina will be ALOASER SHCOR e A A West Side Small Group:
focusing on our vertical relationship with the Son HOUSING WILL BE ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS, .
— Absorbing the I_ight’—- THERE WILL BE NO PRE-RETREAT RESERVATION OF ROOMS OR CABINS, 6: 15PM at Doug
P . Contact: Don Keiser @ (207) 532-4244 or MerrimaCk Sma" Group:
Tam the light of the world. Whoever follows almost60@pwless.net 5:30PM, contact Stuart
me w:l.l never walk.m darkr.les's', 217 Hovey Road Peacock
but will have the light of life. Houlton, ME., 04730
John 8:12 sanderbrook,org/retreats.cln Wednesday PM Devotional/Bible
e Classes: 7:00
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enter the throne room of God and be hearc

In this Sunday mornirty s

sermorwe O | | be foci

attention orour worshipd This Sunday evening at 6PM, of

specifically pre Cc 0 u r s ehave anetlief singing class.

a lot of time in prayer as we learn Thi's ti me around, w

from Godds wor d respective parts to
having great fun, w

privilegethatwe, as a church, have

great new songs.
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Our Family

News To Use

Coming upin  September é

Body & Soul workshop will
be held on Sunday, Se-
tember 12h at 1pm. See
Leslie Davis with any
questions.

S
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MNFM will be meeting next
Monday, September 13,
Dinner of sausage skillet,
salad, bread and dessert
will be served at 6pm fol-
lowed by prayer time, vi-
siting and wri ting cards
of encouragement.
Please join us.

GB Retreats Registration
f or ms

are of

Ladies class Tuesday mom-
ing ladies class will begin
on September 2Ft at 9:15
for cards and social time.
Class will start at 9:30.
We will be studying
fBlessed is the Nationd
from the Christian
Woman magazine. If you
need a copy, please see
Linda Paul.

What else?

The Keith Lancaster singing
workshop will be held on
Octoberl7th. So, we will
suspend our usual Swn-
day night small groups
and wedl |l osh
tional / communion se r-
vice and a singing class.
Itoll be gp-e
lifting.

for th j —
Ladies retreats are aval- ﬁ%i

able on the table in the
foyer. They are also
available online at
www.ganderbrook.org/r
etreats.cfm

Wednesday evening meals
will begin again on Sep-
tember 22. Menu and
sign-up sheet will be
posted soon.

The Northern New England
Lectures entitled fiMak-
ing Great Familiesowill
be held atthe Lakes Re-
gion church on October
8-10. See the flyer on the
bulletin board for more
details.

Ladies weekend of prayer
The Greater Springfield

f Worship Leaders

8:30

Songs....... Doug P.

Closing Prayer....... Tony C.
Scripture....... Jim C.

Lor d’ s...S.StyarpPe r
Coordinator....... Mike M.

\_

~

11:00

Songs.......Paul M.

Closing Prayer....... David S.
Scripture.......PeteS.
Lor d’ s...S.@pp.er
Coordinator....... Rick G.

PM SongsX X XKén B.

fSo then you afenyer strangadsaliens,
but you are fellow citizens with the sai

G phdsiéns=:19, NaS®U S

church of Christ is host-
ing a weekend prayer re-
treat at Timothy Hill
Christian camp on Octo-
ber 8-10%. More details
to come.

This and that...

Evaluation forms There is a
box in the foyer labeled
VBS evaluation. Please
fill out an evaluation
survey even if you did
not participate in VBS
this year. Your com-
ments are much appre-
ciated.

Food Drive The sign- up
sheet on the bulletin
board in the foyer still
has several food items
that are needed. Please
take a look to see how
you can help this impor-
tant ministry.

Wed songs.......... Mark E. /

Prayer Concerns

Health: Doreen Lee, Duane Coss,
Barry Fogal, Peggy Mailloux, Pete
Steffensen, Penny Ranger, Manley
Jones

Leadership: Ministers, Elders,
Deacons

Evangelism: Bible studies in
progress, our website, MNFM, food
pantry, Give Away Day contacts
Return to the Lord: Brethren who
have forsaken the assembly
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The Christian Athlete, Part

3

The Umpire and the Rules

Certainly one of the more
important cultural institutions that
Alexander the Great and the Greeks
brought to the ancient world was the
world of athletics. Athletic endeavor
or games are unknown in the Old
Testament, the Hebrew Bible
(Genesis through Malachi), but
stadiums and regional athletic
competitonsaf t er Al exa
conquests were so ubiquitous in the
Roman world, that they influenced
how the New Testament writers
explained a number of things to
their Christian and non -Christian
audiences. It is a legacy from
ancient times that still resonates
today & we love our sports.

A part of any athletic
competition, from ancient times to
modern times, is the umpire. We
lovet hem, when they
and we hate them, when they call
t hem Awvdrbountgot he un
word is final. In the Greek world the
umpire was called the hellanodikai
and he not only kept a close eye on
the athletes in the field of
competition, he also watched to
make sure that the athletes had
entered properly and were living up
to the rules of conduct. Their job,
then as now, was crucial in
competition, because in the heat of
competition, getting the advantage
through a broken rule is always a
temptation. The umpire kept the
competition from breaking out in a
fight (think: baseball brawl or a
hockey game). Now this is
interesting because Paul uses the
metaphor of an umpire in
Colossians 3:15, where he tells the
Christians of Colossae to"Let the
peace of Christ rule (umpire )in
your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in one body; and be
thankful." The peacethat comes
from Christd silesd that bears with
one another, forgives one another,
loves and unites one with the other,
and that has forgiven each one of us
0 should be the umpire between

them (and us) in the church, if any
disagreement arose.When an

umpire makes his call, athletes stop
arguing and start playing again;
when the peace that comes from
Christodés rules ma
Christians are obliged to stop

arguing and start working together
again.

Of course, rules are a
pretty important par t of sports. You
aren6t qualified
dond6t compete acc
d 2 Timothy 2:5 "Also if anyone
competes as an athlete, he does not
win the prize unless he competes
according to the rules." So, the
athletes of the ancient games bok
an oath & much like the oath of the
Olympic games todayd to compete
fairly and honestly. There are
inscriptions from athletes of the
second century (e.g., Marcus
Aurelius Agathopus, in Ephesus)
declaring that th
in competition, and that they were
properly claiming victory. This
athletic picture
faitho in a fierc
apparently crept in to the thoughts
of Paul as he began to close his letter
to Timothy at the close of his life, 2
Timothy 4:7 "I have fought the good
fight, | have finished the course, |
have kept the faith;" In other words,
Paul was declaring that he had
competed, endured, and won on the
spiritual field with honor (according
to Godb6s rules) a
legitimately claim the crown of lif e.

Regrettably, there were
some who were not conducting
themselves according to the rules, or
at least were in danger of it and of,
therefore, being disqualified. Paul
wrote to both the Colossians and
used this metaphorical warning:

Colossians 2:18 "Let ro one keep
defrauding (disqualifying ) you of
your prize by delighting in self -
abasement and the worship of the

angels, taking his stand on visions
he has seen, inflated wthout cause
by his f | éRabllvas mi
worried that the false teachings that
they were listening to would quickly
run them afoul of the rules of the
great Umpire, whose word is always
final in all matters. Paul was worried
about the Galatians too. Paul saw
the false teachers and the false
doctrine that was seeping into their
congregation as being an outand-
out foul d tripping! Galatians 5:7
"You were running well; who
hindered (tripped ) you from
obeying the truth?"

Bottom line:
Metaphorically speaking,
Christianity, like athletic
competitions have clear rules that
we must abide by. The great Umpire
Hi msel f is watchi
6em as Hed andjasiliked e
on the baseball or football field, it
wi || not al ways b
It will be the way the Umpire
understands His own rules. False
teachings will disqualify. Getting
tripped up will keep us from
finishing the course. Running afoul
of His rules could keep them and
can today keep us from receiving the
prize, the crown, the Lord offers to
al l competitors w
So, fkeepi B gompeting,
enduring, and winning on the
spiritual field of spiritual
competition with honor 8 is
required.

Are you dAfigh
fight, are you finishing the course,
are you keepWhag t
would the Umpire say?

Park Linscomb
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Our Congregational Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Happy Birthday: Happy Anniver- Bible class Happy Birthday:
Frank Perreault sary: 7pm David Bell
Randy & Candy Happy Anniver-
Chase sary:
Kris & Jolene Mark & Kerstin
Karafelis Dumas
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Body & Soul MNFM Bible class Ladies Retreat
workshop 1pm 6pm 7pm
Happy Birthday: Happy Birthday:
Sasha Hombs Eric Dugre
Happy Anniver- Manley Jones
sary:
Frank & Judy
Perreault
Siats Thought Food-
{ dzy I? b ? Y2 Ny Ay 3 Nd;cmumt S Y Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to
{ dzy RF & Y2NYAY3IssB200 U NJ the soul and healing to the bones.
Weekly budget........................ $3710.00 Proverbs 16:24

Teen Stuff

Edgewood Youth Rally: Mark your calendars for the first youth rally of the school year in Mansfield,
MA on Oct. 1-3. Parents, please consider chaperoning this event.

The church of Christ
66 Mammoth Rd.
Manchester NH 03109




